
Jane K. Cleland Lethal Treasure 1 

Lethal Treasure 

by Jane K. Cleland 

Book Club Questions 

 

1. Early on in the book, Josie recounts a blog posting about The Blue Dolphin, her favorite 

restaurant, and Josie muses: “... the former executive chef, Chef Ray had returned to his 

previous job, along with several other employees. It was like hearing you could go home 

again after all.” That reference comes from Thomas Wolfe’s novel: “You Can’t Go Home 

Again.” Later Josie thinks, “There’s no place like home,” a reference to L. Frank Baum’s  

The Wizard of Oz. Sometimes she reflects on this line from Robert Frost’s poem, “The 

Death of the Hired Man.”  

“Home is the place where, when you have to go there,  

They have to take you in.” 

Josie has worked hard to forge a home in Rocky Point. The concept of “home” is 

something she thinks about a lot. How about you? Is it hard to feel at home?  

2. In one of her storage room auction successes, Josie finds a Fulco de Verdura-style 

wrapped heart. Here’s the excerpt: 

“I reached into the box and under a warped old cardboard gift box, uncovered a Fulco de 

Verdura-style wrapped heart, a brooch, about three inches high. The stones appeared to be 

cabochon rubies and diamonds set in white gold or platinum, with thick strands of what, from the 

rich color, I suspected was 18 karat gold, draped like ribbon over and around the heart. The 

ribbon was creased and shone like gilt. It was breathtakingly beautiful.” Here’s the brooch: 
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Do you like it? Why or why not? Do you have a favorite piece of jewelry? What makes it special 

to you? 

3. Josie describes Fred and Sasha’s shared love of antiques appraisals this way: “They 

treasured the artifacts we appraised not only for their beauty, but for their history, and 

they were both analytical truth seekers.” What do you think about that way of viewing 

their work? 

4. Henri asks Josie to not volunteer information to his wife Leigh Ann. Josie thinks that 

“sins of omission didn’t seem as bad as sins of commission.” Do you agree? 

5. Do you collect anything like thimbles, movie posters, books, or bookends? If so, how did 

you get started?  

6. What do you think about winter in Rocky Point? 

7. What do you think about Josie’s relationship with Ty? 


